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ACCORDING TO YOUR NEEDS ASSESSMENT AND YOUR 

INTERESTS TAKEN FROM YOUR MEDIEVAL ART KWL CHART
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READING AND VENN DIAGRAM ACTIVITY 

Ss WBAT analize at least 10 characteristics of each specific  style from the 

middle ages (Romanesque and Gothic) by categorizing them in a  Venn 
diagram
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LANGUAGE
Ss WBAT use “compare and contrast” language structures by discussing and 
then writing an essay based on their reading.



ACTIVITY STAGES 

STAGE OF 
ACTIVITY

STEPS OF 
ACTIVITY

Brainstorm of characteristics from two contrasting images 
(Romanesque and Gothic examples) linking with previous 

knowledge

WARM UP
PREREADING

1

GRAMMAR 
&VOCABULARY

2

READING
3

POSTREADING  
ASSESSMENT

4

ROMAN

ESQUE
GOTHIC

COMMON 

ELEMENTS

Conjunctions : And / But Transition words focus on similarities: Similarly, 

Correspondigly,  At the same time. Transition words focus on 
differences : However, In contrast, On the contrary. Prepositions: 
Like/Unlike, Compared to, As well as. Structures: These are similar 
because they both…/ These are rather differentt because…

Ss in pairs will read and discuss a short adapted text on the 

characteristics and function of the Romanesque and Gothic Art. Then 

individually they  will select and organize information in a graphic 

organizer.  Finally, in pairs again, they will compare and contrast the 

information of their texts and graphic organizing to categorize it in a 

Venn Diagram. Homework: short essay

Ss will revise the vocabulary of the lesson by creating a foldable with 

the definitions of the main terms in their own words.

Ss will distinguish the different elements of the Medieval Art by 

labeling the diagrams of the two styles.   Revision of the essay.



QUICK BRAINSTORM OF SIMMILARITES AND DIFFERENCES

WORM UP: QUICK REVISION OF PRIOR 

KNOWLEDGE

PART 1:  

PREREADING

30´´



ANALYSING A TEXT WITH A PARTNER
HANDOUT 1

Each partner chooses one style to work with (either Gothic or Romanesque).

Read carefully the text noticing that each paragraph in both texts refers to a 

specific aspect of the style (they are embeded in boxes to facilitate the analysis

and comparation).

For each paragraph note the topic sentence that might identify it. Use the graphic

organizer provided (handout 2).

•TIME AND LOCATION

•REPRESENTATIVE BUILDINGS AND FUNCTION

•MATERIALS AND MAIN ARCHITECTONICAL 

ELEMENTS

•STRUCTURAL FEATURES AND EFFECTS OF 

THE ILLUMINATION

•SHAPE AND SIGNIFICANCE

•PURPOSE AND STYLE OF THESE ARTISTICS 

STYLES

PART 2: READING 

ACT. 1  

2´

In the same Graphic Organizer

and for each paragraph write the

key vocabulary words (today

already highlighted in bold). 



CLASSIFING CHARACTERISTICS IN A VENN 

DIAGRAM
HANDOUT 3

Work individually utilizing the information from your texts and  graphic organizers. 

Compare and contrast the information of each style by recording it on the

worksheet of the Venn Diagram: specific and common elements of each sytle. 

Discuss the information organized in your Venn Diagrams.

2´

PART 3: 

READING ACT. 2  

ROMANESQUE GOTHIC
COMMON 

ELEMENTS



SYNTHESIZING INFORMATION:

ONE PARAGRAPH WRITING SUMMARIZING THE 

TEXT 

GUIDELINES

Write a short writing following these steps:

 Choose either Gothic or Romanesque style to write about

 Write a topic sentence

 Choose supporting sentences for each paragraph

 Write a conclusion sentence

PART 4: 

WRITING ACTIVITY 

homework



FOLDABLE FOR REVISING VOCABULARY

PART 5: 

POST WRITING 1

CLASSWORK

Materials

o Word list from your notes

oOne colour piece of paper

oGlue stick

oMarkers

oscissors

Fold the piece of paper along in vertical 

direction leaving one third free in one

side.

1

Fold again (in the opposite direction) into

halves successively 4 times.

2
Cut along creased lines, until the half of 

the paper. So, you obtain 8 flying flaps in 

one side

3

Open the flaps and fill them out as 

follows: 1) write the term at the front

2) write the definition in the interior

4

Glue the foldable to your notebook

5



CONTRAST AND 

COMPARE ROUGH TEXT



HANDOUT 1
Text reformated



HANDOUT 2

GRAPHIC ORGANIZER



HANDOUT 3

VENN DIAGRAM

ROMANESQUE GOTHIC

COMMON 

ELEMENTS



ASSESSMENT PART 7: 

LABEL ACTIVITY

Label the specific characteristics of each style. Use arrows when necessary. 

HANDOUT 4

LABEL ACTIVITY

Label the specific characteristics of each style. Use arrows when necessary. 

HANDOUT 4

LABEL ACTIVITY



Cheking labeling

BARREL VAULT

BUTTRESS

CROSSING (THE PLACE 
WHERE THE TWO ARMS 
OF THE CHURCH CROSS

APSE CHAPELS OR 
RADIAL CHAPELS

APSE

AMBULATORY 
FOR 

PILGRIMS 
WHO COULD 

WALK 
AROUND  THE 
MAIN ALTAR

TRYFORIUM OR 
GALLERY

BELL TOWERS 
NEAR THE MAIN 

ENTRANCE

THEY HAD 
BETWEEN  THREE 
AND FIVE NAVES. 

THE CENTRAL 
NAVE WAS HIGHER  

THAN THE  
OTHERS

MULLION

PORCH OR 
PORTAL

TYMPANUM AND 
ARCHIVOLTS

TOWER 
CROSSING 

BASE OF 
DOME

CRUCIFORM 
PIER

SIDE AISLE

TRANSEPT OR 
CROSSING AISLE

FACADE

JAMBS AND TRUMPED 
SHAFED PORCH



TOWER

POINTED 
ARCH

RIBBED 
VALULT

STAINED GLASS 
WINDOW

PIER

CENTRAL 
NAVE AISLE FLYING 

BUTRESS

BUTRESS

HIGHER AND  
LIIGHTER WALLS

APSES

ROSE 
WINDOW

MAIN FACADE

PINNACLE

CLEARSTOREY

Chek labeling



WRITING A SHORT ESSAY: 

“Romanesque and Gothic architecture as a reflection of 

the Medieval Society”

GUIDING WRITING QUESTIONS:

1. Why the Romanesque buildings had thick walls?

2. What was the role of the Church in Middle ages ?

3. How did the Church influence society?

4. Why wasn´t the Romanesque style naturalistic?

5. Was the Gothic style a reflection of the economic development of the

middle ages?

6. What elements did the cities use to compete with each other?

7. What changes in spirituallity can be deduced from the changes in 

architectural style?

PART 7: 

WRITING ACTIVITY 

ASSESSMENT

Homework




